Welcoming Speech of Prof. D.Sc.(Econ.) Statty Stattev,
Rector of UNWE
Dear Mr. Prime Minister,
Dear Mr. Minister of Finance,
Dear Lecturers, Officials and Students,
Dear First-Year Students, 
Dear Guests,

”Welcome!” at our Maxima Aula where traditionally we open the new academic year in a solemn atmosphere, with good spirit, hope, smiles and faith in our common progress because we all have reasons for it. 
For a second time the University of National and World Economy won the highest institutional assessment among all Bulgarian universities from the National Agency for Assessment and Accreditation. For a consecutive year the UNWE is the most preferred university from the prospective students among its counterparts in the country. In spite of the economic crisis, negative demographic growth and complicated social environment we keep our position of leaders and the most important of all is that we have the confidence of the public, employers, the state, the business as an authoritative academic institution.

So we start the 93rd academic year with the confidence that it will be successful, with the desire to continue and develop our glorious traditions, with the readiness to continue our upward development, with the potential which meets the highest international scientific research and educational standards, with the most authoritative lecturers, the most intelligent students and the new addition at this hall – the first-year students, with the ambition to become better and better.

In the year when we celebrate the 160th Anniversary of the birth of our founder and first rector Prof. Stefan Bobchev, we can responsibly declare that today, nearly a century after the foundation of our predecessor – the Free University of Political and Economic Science, the UNWE continues to form the national elite of the Fatherland, to be a leader in the educational and research standards, in the quality of education. 

Dear First-Year Students,

First I address to you because from today you are an integral part of our great academic and united family after your excellent presentation in the contested and fair prospective students competition. It is your investment in your future, your personal ambition to amass knowledge and acquire skills which will allow you to build a successful career.

I am sure you will succeed. I believe in your inquisitiveness which we, your lecturers will encourage. What's more - we will be your well-intentioned partners in the acquisition of skills, overcoming the difficulties and searching for answers to challenges.
Learn with responsibility to your future and with the conviction that ignorance, incompetence, irresponsibility are your enemies.
Do not give up before the tests because their overcoming is the most valuable life lesson.
Be diligent and do not slave to your instincts but use your mind.

Attend the lectures regularly, prepare with perseverance and consistency for participation in seminar studies, read hard for the exams.
Listen carefully to your lecturers and follow their advices.
Ask questions, participate in discussions.   

Use wisely the precious and unforgettable hours and days of your youth! 
Do not give in to difficulties! 
Do not be discouraged by the setbacks!
Follow your dreams!
Do not give up to be yourself!
Strive to succeed!
Keep your freedom, but not fall into the grip of illusions.
Use your imagination but follow your mind.
Seek the truth and defend it with arguments.
Be honest citizens and good people.
We will support each creative endeavour of yours and workable idea.
Dear Lecturers,
Dear Colleagues,
All our success would not be possible without your professional efforts and selfless service to the cause of UNWE. Your dedication, erudition, lecturing and research talent, your love to students and loyalty to academic values ​​are priceless capital for our university.
Dear officials,
The Academic Managing Body has entrusted you the administrative service of the overall activities of our university. Stay up always humane, smiling, polite and competent. Be perfect in your work, improve the quality of services and be responsible, disciplined and loyal to the UNWE.
I heartily wish all of you health, good luck and happy days.
I open the 93rd academic year of the University of National and World Economy.
Let it be more successful!
Good luck!
Now let me give the word to the Prime Minister. Today he is our dear guest, although, he is one of us because he is an alumnus and lecturer at the UNWE. He is one of the academic representatives whose life and professional destiny is related to our university forever. 
Assoc. Prof. Dr. Plamen Oresharski and I have known since he was a student, and I was his assistant. Years later, when our offices as vice rectors were opposite each other, we worked in a spirit of collegiality for the benefit of UNWE. A few months ago, he became the sixth Prime Minister from the UNWE after 1989.
I'd love to give the word to the Prime Minister of Bulgaria. 
Here you are, Assoc. Prof. Oresharski. 
